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Federal Communications Commission
Office Of Congressional and Public Affairs
1919 M Street NW

Washington, DC 20554

Dear Chairman Powell:

I have been contacted by the Fratornal Order of Police (FOP) concerning the Cormission's
(FCC} plan to address interference in the 800 MHz band. It is my understanding that they have
not received & response to their attached comrespondence.

The FOP has raised certain issues about the pending FCC proposal. The FOP is the largest rank
and file law enforcement organization in the country, with more than 300,000 members. These
are the officers whose lives depend upon reliable public safety communications.

1would appreciate hearing from you, in writing, with detailed answers to the issues raised in the
attached FOP letter prior to any action on the FCC’s pending 800 MHz proposal.

Sincerel

oy A

ndsey O. G
United States Senator
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Attachment

cc: Commissioner Kathleen Q. Abernathy
Commissiener Kevin J. Martin

Commissioner Jonathan S. Adelstein
Commissioner Michael J. Copps
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24 March 2004

IheHmmthth Bush
Pmidntofthaﬂnhdﬂm
The Whin House
Washingtow, D.C. 20500

Dear M, President,

1 s writing on behalf of the memshership of the Fraternal Geder of Polics, our nezion’s oldest
md largest law enforcement labor organization, to advise ysu of our concesny reganding 8. -
“Consensus Plan® for resligning the public sefety radis speduom. .

1t is our undersianding that the proponents of tis Plan are it as having the fall
a:ppmd"pﬂbﬁcnﬁfpnﬁumds—ﬁnhut:mq ‘!Hs!'ludoumm '
cansensus of the law enforcemant commnnily. The F.O.P., represcnts mose than 311,000
mhmmzlwmwmmu Plan, has nov dane 5o, pod doay
pot endarse it.. While we are sware that scversd represont eermin yambers of
the publl= safity conirnemity suppost the Plen, they do sot represest F O.P, membets.~the rank-
aud:file officers who most depend oa the radio services that wil] be impscizd by the Plan, '

Not guly besthe P.OP. not endarsed the “Consensus Plan,” ot fn fact we hove many concems
sbowit. To beginwith, the Plan does not grareatce immedisie fending ko pay for the toormous
costs 10 replece radlos aad modlfy existing conminmicaions fystems. Inseesd, it propases ¢
vagua “peinthursement” schewms whiees Jocel lew exforcemend epsacies o fire departents mus
firet incus costs aad then seek tokmbursement, whtich, in thasé thmes of scrious fiseal conetraints,
iz not slways fasitle, Police departments, afies all, cansiod simply spead money o the bope of
nimburscenent, they puust first sbtain sppropeistiang fram logal povemopents, Gleven prealer
concern §3 the Flsn's reimbursement process—depertments wi| need to apply For reisingracment
froin & “Fund Administater™ snd “Relocation Coordination Y veithier of whicharc
appainted or comralied by public sefety entitieg, and then muie seck the firnde fiom 3 private
compazny. The funding “commitment” sppesrs to be an illudée. Working under this Plan will
anly toerease budpat deficits ot the Pedecal, State end locs!

Second, the Plan proposcs W cap relocstion fupding st $700 niiltion for public safry. We
balieve this is far short of whar would be nsaded io replace Ritrally millions of radios thas would
barmdatﬁcbnlmbythcﬁm‘am"mmnmﬂmhmpﬂenﬁty .
tomnmenications of to bew Shasely, anmhuufhulummiﬁuuppoulhﬂuforw:
easan alone, .




Third, given thicss xad other problamr, we donot why massive realignmeat of the
publle xafety spectrom used by Ghousands of publis safety acedss the nation is neceseary
to solve inserference probleme st vely seme comanmities fuay be exporiencing. Whyisthe -
Feden! Comnrenicaticns Commissian not requdring fhe parGes who o cansing the
totecference w eliminate i where t occurs? What if some ds ot wagt to eajeps in
#uch 2 casly, Ume cousuiing 2nd disraptive procers--will they be roqoised w do 20? We wookd
ukﬁmwummmmﬁuﬁmmlmmhdmdddv

Fouth muwdmmamams&muhﬁumwhmmm
with the resalt that public safety will not have i problems vesolvad or will be forcad
W incar s-0un costs in order fo pry Sim that work. We sk e yoit instesd focws on solutions to
m&::.umm«-ﬂnm naulqmahem
&uupdmmdmu&nﬂcw

And tnally, the Plan wonld givs ons company, Mnﬁu:;;hwh;mum
interferonco, naw spectrum {n ea entirely separste band.\Tn Bheso times of growing Fedepal
deficits, the FCC ghould not give ot scll specirum to one garty without sllowing other parties w0
bid for it ip an snction. Congress basvecognized that open yield the highest revermaes
ﬁrhhdulnmw. Cougress wauld be able to teo seveaues o incyeass fanding

for sorely needed tmpravements to public safety wod homaluld socerty. This Plan would nex
xaise 1 single dollar for public safety.

Wewdwmmm;ﬁumm“hmhm:lmbu&mﬁm
vonsems aod regpectiitily munhmuwdhumnh
ﬁmahnudhwnnphswiﬁrm:dh np!hdqm Thank
you in sdvance for your contideration of ovr views on thisizrge. \I£ 1 can be of ay further
mhmﬂmdomhmmmwmwm FmPasontmy

‘Waskingron affice, ) ) .
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